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2015 Club Championships
It’s hard to choose the best moment from the 2015 CMFSC
Championships, because it was so studded with highlights. We
saw The Street Kids, a product of Alpine Ice’s Thursday
synchronised group, make their debut performance with fun, grace,
poise and an impressive amount of synchronicity. Spectrum burst
out of the blocks with a slick and speedy routine that did justice to
their many hours of practice. Dancing, an event that sends
volunteers in the music booth running for cover, was as popular as
ever this year. The
audience was
treated to Michelle
Carroll and Chris
S t r e e t ’ s Ta n g o
Romantica - there
are 72 steps in this
complex dance
performed at such
speed that one
thinks of risk as
much as romance.
Michelle and Chris
had
wisely
resisted the
temptation to
dance the spoof
v e r s i o n
choreographed by
the club secretary
- in this variation
the “step over the
man’s leg” moment
escalates into a desperate battle of one-up-manship where each
dancer steps more emphatically over the other’s leg.
But we digress. We are still looking for the supreme moment of the
Champs. Karl Hewitt of Dunedin Ice Skating Club is certainly a
contender with his bold and upbeat interpretive skate. As is Connor
McIver with his powerful freeskate and Rivers Richens with her
beguiling performance as Beauty. Liam and
Varshana’s free dance delighted us from their
knocking knees to their daring lifts. And Marcus
White in his bow tie and smart little suit simply
stole our hearts.
There were just too many brave and skilled
performances to select one. But if I had to, and
because we can all identify with that moment
when your dance or freeskate steps abandon
you completely, my money for a magic moment
is on John Gilmour for an elegant recovery in
the Zinc Solo Dance event. Finding himself with
no recollection of the steps, John calmly
scratched his head in contemplation, tried a
few cross rolls, scratched his head again, put
his hands in his pockets and coolly left the ice.
John “had a go” and that’s what this
competition is all about. I’d have given him a
“ m a n o f t h e m a t c h ” t r o p h y f o r, w i t h
considerable aplomb, he returned to the ice to
skate his second dance with a confident and
assured step. Congratulations on your medal,
John.

If there were a prize for enthusiam it would be Karen Kennedy’s but
Karen had no need for such an award as she earned her own shiny
silver medal in the Adult Zinc Stroking event. It is rumoured that
Karen slept in her skates and medal that night, and we suspect she
was not the only one.
Our thanks go to First Sovereign Trust for its generous grant for the
hire of ice for the Champs and for our training workshop time in
October. Thanks also to The
Four Winds Foundation for
covering the cost of hiring
and erecting the officials’
staging.
One of the reasons we can
claim the Champs as a great
success is that on the day we
had plenty of volunteers.
Heartfelt thanks to you all spreading the load among so
many meant the day ran
smoothly and we all still had
time to enjoy it. A special
word of thanks too to our
fellow southern skaters
Karen, Karl and Catherine
from DISC and Kelly from
ISS. We are always very
happy to see you.
Judges and officials - you are
the lynch pins of the champs.
Thanks for choosing to spend
a sweet spring day in a crisp cool rink.
As always Jeanette King and Jeanne Begej did a excellent job of
organising and scheduling the champs as well as ensuring it all ran
smoothly on the day. Their calm demeanour belies the fact that
there are hours of unseen work going into this event.
The following special awards were made at the end of the
competition:
Vanessa Anderson was awarded the Craven
Trophy for Most Improved Skater. Vanessa has
made good progress with her skating and
improved steadily throughout the year. She
makes a valued contribution to the Street Kids
synchronised team.
The Aspire Trophy was awarded to Judy
McArthur who has shown a real determination
as she has improved her skills this year with
some very hard work. Judy is also a member of
Street Kids, putting in a sound performance
there.
The President’s Trophy was awarded to June
Laird in recognition of the work she does in her
role as secretary and especially applying for
funding from charitable organisations. June
made a hurried and rather startled race back to
the ice to proudly receive this award. She was
particularly pleased at having again won an
award without setting a foot on the ice - there’s
a bit more glory in this one as last year it was
only the big raffle bucket!

Spare a thought for Rosie Graham who broke her
wrist at warm up a few weeks
ago. Rosie is sporting a
paw print cast which
I’ll
is greatly admired by
be back on the
the animal lovers
ice soon.
among us - but not
quite enough for us to
go down the track of
getting one. Rosie, we all wish you a speedy
recovery and look forward to seeing you back
soon. And while we are thinking of broken bones it’s great to see Alastair Christie back on the ice
working hard after recovering from a fractured
shoulder earlier in the year.
2015 offered some wonderful opportunities for
finding some outdoor skating. The White family
took advantage of this at the Stavely rink. Pictured
here are Taylor and Marcus with their Dad, Martin
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Adult Synchro gold medallists at the NZ National
Ice Figure Skating Championships 2015

2015 South Island Ice Figure
Skating Championships
Congratulations to these successful CMFSC skaters
Elementary Ladies Freeskate Isabella Smith
1st
Silver II Ladies Freeskate
Jill Borland
1st
Elite 1 Men’s Freeskate
Connor McIver
1st
Gold Ladies Interpretive
Kayla Diebold
1st
Silver Ladies Interpretive
Kirsty Cox
1st
Silver Men’s Interpretive
Liam McIver
1st
Bronze 1 Pairs
Jill Borland & Connor McIver
1st
Juvenile Solo dance
Josie Dawber
2nd
Elite II Solo dance
Kirsty Cox
1st
Novice Dance
Varshana Schelling & Liam McIver 1st
South Island Dancing Trophy Jeanette King & Liam McIver
1st
Note that Connor, Liam & Isabella skate for CISC but are also members
of CMFSC. Varshana is a CISC member.

Spectrum -- 1st Adult Synchro
Kayla Diebold (coach)
Jeanne Begej
Suzy Hosking
Kirsty Cox
Fiona Simmonds
Sue Mein
Charlene Pawson
Robin Scanes
Wendy Thompson
Jeanette King
Simon Hore

With changes in the team meaning a smaller number
this year, Spectrum made an early decision to
concentrate on NZ events.
Aleisha McCall (nee
Haselmore) came over from Australia at Queen’s
Birthday weekend when we had a workshop and
learned our program for this year set to the music of
Dirty Dancing. Simon Hore has been a great addition
to the team, and also for the South Island Champs we
had Fiona Simmonds join us. Our team numbered
10 – the smallest team we have had since formation
in 2006. With either 9 or 10 members including our
coach Kayla, we competed at South Islands in
Dunedin, Nationals in Auckland and our own Club
champs in October. Nationals again was our most
important competition where we were up against the
Auckland team. We had a good skate and were again
the winners with a very respectable score. Spectrum
is looking for new members and would welcome back
previous team members. It’s good to see Kanako
back trying out with the team.

NZ National Ice Figure Skating Championships
2015 - CMFSC Results
Congratulations to the following club members who
were successful at Nationals

Jill Borland
Jill Borland
Kirsty Cox
Eleanor Stanbury

Ist
2nd
3rd
4th

Silver II Ladies Freeskate
Silver Ladies Interpretive
Silver Ladies Interpretive
Bronze Ladies Interpretive

Spectrum -- 1st Adult Synchro
Kayla Diebold (coach)
Jeanne Begej
Suzy Hosking
Kirsty Cox
Jeanette King
Sue Mein
Charlene Pawson
Robin Scanes
Wendy Thompson
Simon Hore
and to the following skaters who were representing CISC Connor and Liam are also CMFSC members
Connor McIver
1st
Liam McIver
1st
Varshana Shelling &
Liam McIver
2nd

Elite I Men’s Freeskate
Silver Men’s Interpretive
Novice Dance

sense of security by
sounding as if his
vocabulary is limited to
“Hello Jacko”, “Hello
Darling” and “What are
you doing?” there’s
always the fear that when
Jeanne returns he’ll say
“She was into the drinks
cabinet”, “She didn’t get
my porridge right” or
worse still “She didn’t
even arrive!” So I was
determined to make a
good job of it. First up Instructions for Jacko’s care there had to be a more
elegant way to wear the
teatowel of shame - Making all those skate
warmer wheaties hadn’t exactly made a
The club president had to go to the South
designer of me but I cracked it. By clipping
Island Champs so little corella Jacko
the tea towel to my collar with a couple of
needed a babysitter. The first requirement in
pegs or bull dog clips rather than tying it
a Jacko sitter was that she had to be fairly
under my chin, I looked rather less like a
literate. The wealth of instructions awaiting
crone from the opening scene of Macbeth.
her on the kitchen bench is evidence of
Hardly haute couture but it worked. So now
that. But as well as the written instructions a
just a weekend of pleasing and appeasing
detailed personal induction had already
taken place - it was important to understand
how to make Jacko’s daily porridge and
how to offer to it to him (he on your shoulder
and the porridge in outstretched hand) and
what to wear when wearing Jacko - it’s to
prevent accidents to clothing and has
become known by the club committee as
the tea towel of shame. It was important too
to know how to reheat the porridge for later
in the day if Jacko was not in the mood for it
yet. His grass trimmings were in the
refrigerator - labelled, perhaps in case they
would be mistaken for some designer salad
leaves. The worry of course is that Jacko
can talk. While he can lull you into a false

Jacko to get through. In fact, Jacko is an
endearing little fellow and no trouble to look
after. He’s very affectionate and willing to
educate his sitter about the perfect way to
scratch and stroke him. He is always very

Hello Jacko

Jacko trains a babysitter

If you wish to purchase wheat sacks
to warm your skate boots up there
are some left over from the
competition. At just $6 a pair they
make good stocking fillers. Choose
from the girly skater fabric or prints
in orange and aqua. Email
june.laird@vodafone.co.nz.

fair, giving a small warning peck before
getting a sturdier grasp on any loose skin
on the back of a hand should the sitter not
quite meet his exacting standards!
By the end of the weekend the sitter had
become perfectly attuned to Jacko’s needs
and was able to act as secretary to him so
he could send a string of texts and selfies to
his absent mother to assure her he was at
least getting rudimentary care. The sitter
also spent a lot of time trying to teach Jacko
to say “Hello Jeanne” on her return to
surprise her but this is one narcissistic bird.
He welcomed Jeanne enthusiastically as
always with a resounding “Hello Jacko”

Octogenarian on Ice
Patron Kath’s main concern on her 86th birthday was to be photographed in a
different outfit. Her eagle eye has spotted that on her last few birthday celebrations
at the rink she was sporting the same outfit, albeit rather a stylish one. “I can’t have
them thinking I’ve got no other clothes! “. So while the rest of us (men excepted)
were trying to work out how we could wear the compulsory skirt without actually
exposing our legs, Kath simply plucked out a bright pink jumper knowing her legs
could still cut the mustard in any skirt. Happy Birthday Kath - you are truly an
inspiration.

2015 Sponsors
The Committee has been aware for some time that funds from Charitable Organisations may become increasingly hard
to obtain as gaming machine numbers decrease in Christchurch and more organisations are competing for the
remaining fund base. This has been our experience this year and for that reason we are all the more grateful to those
organisations who were able to give us donations. Here are the agencies that supported us this year. Our heartfelt
thanks go to them all.

Our thanks to First
Sovereign Trust which
sponsored the hire of
ice for the CMFSC
Championships and
the October workshop
this year

The Lion Foundation
made a significant
contribution towards the
accommodation for
Spectrum and our singles
and dance skaters at the
2015 NZ National Figure
Skating Championships

Pub Charity generously
subsidized term one ice
time this year ensuring a
great start to the year and
helping to increase
membership

The Four Winds Foundation
paid for the staging hire and
set up at the Club Champs in
October

Mainland Foundation kindly contributed to our ice time for terms two and three during 2015

More moments of glory from Club Champs Day. Here
we see Karl Hewitt (DISC), Wendy Thompson, Trish
Weir and Jacquie Rogers enjoying the limelight.

Test Passes
Congratulations to Michelle Carroll for
passing her Inter Gold Stroking test last
month and to Isabella Smith for passing
her Preliminary Stroking test.

Cup Day on Ice
Lacking a fascinator and a summer frock Rita
opted for a more equine look
for the Cup Day dress up on
ice. Here Rita succeeds in
looking truly horrified
while Kim explains
the dangers of
not following
instructions
for edge pattern
work. Rita knew
her dressage
wasn’t up to it so
she galloped down to Jeanne’s group with a whinney
and a toss of her glorious mane.
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