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CMFSC was delighted to welcome Felicia, Rachel and Chikako to 
its Champs this year. This trio was representing Queenstown Ice 
Skating Club and made a fine job of that. Ice Sport Southland’s 
Kelly Hoebergen also appeared and returned to Gore weighed down 
with gold medals for her Ladies Gold 1 free and interpretive  
performances. The event was also graced by many CISC 
youngsters keen to clock up some competition time just 2 weeks 
before Nationals.
One of this year’s highlights was a new dance grade - it is called 
Titanium. No,  you don’t have to have a titanium replacement part to 
qualify - being over 70 years will do it. Jude Heeney was an 
inaugural competitor in this grade and danced off with a gold medal 
for her charming Golden Skaters Waltz and Baby Blues. Jude 

reported being rather apprehensive this year but used this fear with 
good effect to get the mood of the Baby Blues.
Congratulations to the winners of the 2017 club trophies. Yoko Kim 
won the Most Improved - Craven Trophy,  Ben Southern the Aspire 
Trophy and the President’s  Award went to Aleksandra Jarmolik. See 
their photo on page 2.
Synchronised skating was well represented this year with 3  teams 
skating - let’s hear from a mystery voice how one of these teams 
performed.

We all got hooked on the Street Kids’ feeling at our Club 
Champs  -  an anonymous report

All ready to go, our very own Coffee Club Synchronised Skating 
Team "Street Kids" stepped confidently on the ice in colourful style 
(and T-shirts)  during our Club Championships at the last weekend of 
September 2017. To the toe tapping tune Hooked on a Feeling they 
truly impressed with their varied patterns skated in perfect unison 
on the ice and although many reported some involvement of 
nervousness before the great challenge this was not obvious in any 
way to the members of the audience!
Chris Street, Figure Skating and Dance coach at Coffee Club, who 
coached the Team to their success was observed somewhat 
anxious on their entrance and more than relieved and very happy 
with their great performance when the music faded out! 
Great effort,  dedication and amazing teamwork from all the "Street 
kids" members made this another wonderful example of what our 
skaters of all kinds of different skating levels could achieve together. 
We are very much looking forward to seeing this  team compete 
again in the future!
This report was written by someone who pulled out of the 'Street 
Kids' Synchro Team before their big  event; their skating would 
otherwise never have looked that brilliant!
We think this report writer is too modest and are sure he/she would 
have made a welcome contribution to the team. Editor.

Once again Centaurus Ice Skating Club 
and Canterbury Masters worked together to 
stage the South Island Champs in 
Christchurch this year. It was a busy three 
days but all ran smoothly.  It was a relief to 
our organisers to enjoy DISC’s hard work in 
putting on the National Champs in Dunedin 
in October. Results and photos can be 
found on CMFSC’s newly designed 
website.  Congratulations to Jeanette King 
and espeially Vanessa Anderson for their 
work on our website. Check it out  - there 
are many new photos featuring all your 
favorite skaters.

   Regional and National
Champs

2017 Club Champs

The Street Kids

Team Spectrum - winners of Adult Synchro in CISC and CMFSC 
Club Champs, South Island and National Champs 2017

https://cmfsc.wordpress.com/
https://cmfsc.wordpress.com/


SPIRAL CLIPS

Caitlyn Paul , a favorite coach, receiving 
flowers from the club president before 
her wedding this year.

Ben Southern, happy to receive the 
Aspire Trophy at the Club Champs

Dancing with the stars
On 22 June this year long time  
m e m b e r o f  o u r s k a t i n g 
community, Jill Borland-Ward 
and her husband Darryn Ward 
performed in a Dancing with 
the Stars Charity  Show.  This 
event  was held at Christchurch 
Transitonal Cathedral. The 
audience was packed and we 
had a great contingent of 
CMFSC members there to 
support Darryn and Jill.

An upbeat, entertaining and 
well polished dance routine 
showcased Jill and Darryn’s 
f u n l o v i n g p e r s o n a l i t i e s 
perfectly. Who knew hockey 
players could dance? As you 
would expect from all Jill’s 
figure skating experience and 
sense of  style, their costumes 
were dazzling and ensured 
they  took away  the prize for 
Best Dressed. 

All proceeds went to the Home 
and Family  organisaton. The vision of  Home and Family  is to assist families 
so that all children can live in a safe, supportive and nurturing environment.

Jill and Darryn wish to thank all those who were able to support them. They 
were extremely  grateful to have their skating friends in the audience during 
their performance and following them online with a Give a Little page.  To 
learn more about Home and Family, follow this link Home and family

Back in April this year Jeanne Begej and I headed over to Colorado Springs 
to watch the 2017 World Synchronized Skating Championships. We were 
joined by  3 skaters from the Auckland Adult Synchro team Louise, Maureen 
and Sally  too. This was a fantastic competition to go and watch with 24 
teams competing. We had access to go and watch their official practices in 
the morning before the competition started and where it was interesting to 
see how they  used their time and how they  incorporated their team reserve 
skaters  into the practice.  We saw lots of  creative ideas and interesting 
ways of  transitioning from one element  to another.  I  got  a lot out of  it, not 
only  as a skater but also from a judging perspective as well. There were two 
very, very  good performances which both in themselves were quite different 
with one being very  much out there with the crowd clapping away  getting 
into it and the other being a 
very  emotional performance 
where the audience was silent 
throughout  but both receiving 
a standing ovation with huge 
applause.  They  made it look 
so easy  and the costumes 
were amazing too though 
the re were some scary 
moments as well in some 
intersections and a group lift 
that  collapsed. The crowd was 
great too - very  loud especially 
w h e n t h e h o m e t e a m s 
competed.  We all had a great 
time catching up talking about 
skating and what we liked 
about each team, it  truly  was 
an amazing experience.

Kath’s 88th birthday

2017 World Synchronised Skating Champs
a report by Kirsty Cox

Three trophy winners!

http://www.homeandfamily.net.nz/
http://www.homeandfamily.net.nz/


   A	  July	  school	  holiday	  winter	  escape	  to	  Alexandra	  
Alastair	  Christie	  ponders	  teenage	  territory	  marking	  and	  the	  joy	  of	  outdoor	  ice	  

July	  2017
Ska$ng	   on	   natural	   ice	   is	   fantas$c	   and	  
an	   experience	  every	   skater	   should	   try	  
at	   least	   once	   before	  hanging	   up	   their	  
skates	   for	   good.	   The	   freedom	   and	  
space,	  the	  way	  the	  ice	  pops,	  creaks	  and	  
moans,	  I	  find	  both	  amazing	  and	  a	  liAle	  
scary.	  
Last	   year	   was	   a	   very	   mild	   winter	   and	  
the	  ice	  was	  just	  too	  thin	  to	  even	  risk	  a	  

ska$ng	  aAempt.	  However	  this	  year	  was	  
much	   beAer	   and	   we	   got	   a	   couple	   of	  

days	   of	   good	   solid	   ice	   at	   the	   Lower	  
Manorburn	   Reservoir,	   a 	   tradi$onal	  
natural	   ice	   ska$ng	   loca$on	   about	   ten	  
minutes	   drive	   from	   the	   heart	   of	  
Alexandra.

As	  well	  as	  the	  natural	   ice,	  Alexandra	  is	  
also	  serviced	  by	  a 	  really	  good	  outdoor	  
rink	   open	   during	   the	   winter	   months	  
and	   is	   an	   excellent	   spot	   to	   skate	   and	  
meet	  some	  of	   the	  locals,	  or	   others	  on	  
holiday	   in	   the	   region.	   Such	   as	   skiers	  
having	   an	   off	   day,	  mostly	   due	   to	   bad	  
weather	  on	  the	  mountain.	  

This 	   year	   our	   family	   trip	   included	   a	  
third	   teenager,	   an	   exchange	   student	  
staying	   with	   us	   from	   Germany.	   Katrin	  
who	  also	  enjoys	  ice	  ska$ng	  brought	  her	  
skates	  with	  her,	  making	  the	  most	  of	  the	  
opportunity	   to	   skate	  out	   of	   season	   as	  
her	  local	  ice	  rink	  closes	  over	  summer.

There	   is	   definitely	   a	   strong	   social	  
element	   to	   recrea$onal	   ska$ng	   and	   it	  
was	   fun	   watching	   examples	   of	  
primi$ve	   teenage	   ma$ng	   behaviour	  
playing	   out	   on	   ice,	   such	   as	   photo	  
bombing	   and	   ice	  spraying.	  I	  witnessed	  
many	   ice	  sprays.	   In	  some	  cases	   it	  was	  

people	   that	   were	   sprayed,	   myself	  
included	   and	   other	   $mes	   it	   was	   just	  
the	   wall	   surrounding	   the	   rink.	   I	   was	  
fascinated	   to	   note	   that	   ice	   spraying	  
was	  not	   restricted	   to	   just	   one	  gender	  
or	   skate	  type,	   however	   one	  par$cular	  
gender	  and	   skate	  (blade)	   type	  tend	  to	  
spray	   more	   frequently.	   I	   can	   only	  
presume	  this	   is	  some	  kind	  of	   territory	  
marking	   ritual	  and	   the	  fact	   that	   I	  was	  
sprayed	   (lucky	   it ’s	   just	   water)	   I	  
considered	   an	   “honour”	  as	   it	  meant	   I	  
was	  accepted	  as	  part	  of	  their	  tribe.	  This	  
made	   me	   wonder	   whether	   a	   tree	  
would	  also	  be	  targeted	  had	  there	  been	  
one	  within	  range.

Yes,	   it	  has 	  been	  a	  while	  since	  I	   was	  a	  

teenager	   and	   I	   was	  
r em i nded	   j u s t	   h ow	  
pathe$c	   my	   ice	   spraying	  
ability	   now	   is.	   I	   can’t	  
spray	   anything	   like	   a	  
teenager	  can,	  just	  too	  old	  
I	   guess.	   Maybe	   this 	   is	  
something	   we	   could	   all	  
work	   on	  at	  coffee	  club....	  
Or	  maybe	  not....
Looking	   forward	   to	   next	  
season.....

Jason lacing up

Nice day for a spiral

All thumbs up for 
Lisa and Katrin

Impromptu hockey game

Kirsty - Queen of Crutches,  Administrator Extraordinaire!
Vice President, Kirsty Cox was impressed at Jeanne’s injuries this year (see next page) but wasn’t about to be upstaged by a bit 
of repetitive arm breaking. Throwing herself into her warm up at South Islands with just a tad too much energy Kirsty fell and 
broke her hip. Not being one to make a fuss, she leapt to her feet and skated her entire programme, wondering why her jumps 
weren’t quite as high as usual and the landings rather painful. Post performance medical attention had her quickly confined to 
hospital. 

Kirsty’s “can do” attitude is no surprise to us and we think contributed to her being awarded (jointly with Mike Slater) NZIFSA’s 
Administrator of the Year Award this year. Kirsty has been on the Canterbury Masters Committee since 2013 and is currently 
Vice President. She has also been a member of the South Island Ice Skating Sub Association committee since 2013 where she 
was elected as Treasurer and is still the current Treasurer. She was fully involved in the organisation of the SI Championships 
and the 2016 National Championships that were held in Christchurch. Kirsty is the Captain of Spectrum Synchro Team and is 
responsible for communications within the team, booking off-ice venues, fundraising and is always available for other 
fundraising ventures. She is currently an NZIFSA judge for Singles, Pairs, Dance and Synchro and has been involved for the 
past 3-4 years. Kirsty puts her hand up to help for anything she can, and this is much more significant when you realise that 
Kirsty has two fully dependant special needs children aged 14 and 18. Congratulations Kirsty - we are so lucky to have you.
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Spot the difference? ............

2017 Sponsors
The Committee has been aware for some time that funds from Charitable Organisations may  become increasingly  hard to 
obtain as gaming machine numbers decrease in Christchurch and more organisations are competing for the remaining 
fund base. This has been our experience this year and for that reason we are all the more grateful to those organisations 
who were able to give us donations. Here are the agencies that supported us this year. Our heartfelt thanks go to them all.

O u r t h a n k s t o F i r s t 
Sovere ign Trus t  wh ich  
sponsored the hire of  ice for 
the CMFSC Championships 
and the practice workshop 
this year

Pub Charity  generously 
subsidized term one ice 
time this year ensuring a 
great start to the year and 
h e l p i n g t o i n c r e a s e 
membership

Mainland Foundation kindly contributed towards accommodation for our competitors at the 
National Champs in October

Southern Trust donated 
a substantial sum toward 
the cost of practice ice 
during terms 2 & 3 in 
2017 helping our skaters 
prepare for competitions

The Christchurch City 
C o u c i l ’ s d o n a t i o n 
contributed toward the 
cost of  ice hire for the 
2 0 1 7 S u m m e r 
Development Workshop

2014 2017

The good news is that  the 
president recovered as she 
always does in record time. 
But by comparing the photos 
on the left you will see that, 
once again, while not finding 
the situation very humerus, 
Jeanne is at least judicious in 
not favouring one arm over the 
other. Always fighting for a fair 
deal for everyone, Jeanne 
applies these same egalitarian 
principles to breaking limbs. 
Luckily she does not have a 
third arm to break in 2020!

CERT is a new donor for 
C M F S C . T h e c l u b 
appreciated very  much 
i t s s u p p o r t o f  o u r 
Champs by  paying for 
the s tag ing and i ts 
setting up

It  is too early  to know if  our 
2017 request  from NZRB is 
successful but  we want to 
thank them sincerely  for their 
very  generous donation last 
year towards practice ice for 
our members from October.

“Whew” says Jacko
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